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of instances in the past in which we friends of Russian
freedom did not fail to point out there what were the
conditions of respect and goodwill in this country, which,
however different, however limited in its understanding,
must follow the laws of its own free judgment. The
Soviet Government is, I think, certainly much more
representative of Russia as a whole than it was in the,
time of conflict two years ago ; seriously threatened on
two sides, and like ourselves earnestly desiring the
maintenance of peace, it is now much more prepared
to recognize the existence of other views than its own,
and more ready to take account of obstacles to goodwill.

And, to have any views at all worth having on the
subject, the first need is study. It was a national need
and not a minor one that took me out to Moscow to
try to remove some of the present obstacles to study.
It is a poor compliment to a great people to write a book
of a thousand pages on it without having taken the
trouble to learn its language. Before the Revolution
even numbers of our official representatives there did not
think this necessary. The Russians themselves, as will
have been seen from my record, do not fail to make the
proper inferences.

These, I think, are the, conditions in which we can
make England count for good in Russia. It is for us,
the Russians, and the future to see what can be done
by those who are sincerely working for better relations
between the two countries in the best interests of both.